
   St. Paschal Catholic Church

711 North 7th Street      318-323-1631
West Monroe, LA  71291-4211          Fax: 318-361-0527

June 1, 2021

Dear Members of St. Paschal Church,

I have some news that will have an effect on St. Paschal Church as well as on me personally.  Due 
to the decreasing number of Franciscan priests, the Franciscan Province of the Sacred Heart has 
made the decision to relinquish the care of St. Paschal Church to the Diocese.  That means that, 
after over 80 years of having a Franciscan pastor, St. Paschal’s will be staffed by the Diocese of 
Shreveport.  This change will take place September 1, 2021.  Your pastor (temporarily) will be Fr. 
Pike Thomas until January 1, 2022.  Then the Bishop will appoint a more permanent pastor.  Fr. 
Pike has agreed to come out of retirement for those four months to serve this parish.

The reason for all this, of course, is the lack of vocations to the Franciscan Order.  St. Paschal’s has
not had a member ordained to the priesthood in over forty-seven years.  But St. Paschal’s isn’t 
alone when it comes to a lack of vocations.  Consequently, we Franciscans cannot continue to staff 
all the places we have in the past.

As I said, this will have an effect on the parish as well as on yours truly.  I have been here for 
almost fourteen years.  That is eight years longer than any other assignment I have had in my life 
as a priest.  This has been my home, and I have made many good friends here.  At the same time, I 
don’t have the energy or the stamina I had when I first came here.  I will be celebrating my 75 th 
birthday later this year.  I will not be retiring, but will be taking on a job that doesn’t have the same 
demands and responsibilities.  I will be working alongside other friars at an agency called the 
“Franciscan Connection” in St. Louis, Missouri.  As the mission statement of the Franciscan 
Connection says, our purpose is to express the presence of God to the disadvantaged of south St. 
Louis.  We build bridges between the disadvantaged, service providers and our benefactors to help 
those who find themselves in crisis situations.  I will learn more about my new ministry when I 
arrive in St. Louis this September.

In the meantime, I want to express my heart-felt thanks to you for your acceptance of me and your 
goodness to me in my 14-year stay here at St. Paschal’s.  And I especially want to express my 
sorrow to those I have hurt or disappointed in my time here.  Please forgive me!

Peace and everything good,


Fr. Frank Coens, OFM
Pastor

P.S.   Bishop Malone has informed us that the Dispensation from Weekend Mass due to the coronavirus will 
cease on June 5.  You are no longer dispensed from Mass because of the pandemic.  Of course, if you are sick, 
you are still encouraged to not come to church.
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