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April 16, 2021

Dear Members of St. Paschal Church,

We are in the midst of the Easter Season in the Church year.  And it has now been over a year since 
the COVID-19 pandemic has changed the lives of every human being on earth.  The virus has claimed
more than three million lives worldwide – more than a half million in the U.S. alone.  I can’t speak for 
you, but there has never been a more influential occurrence in my lifetime.

Social isolation has taken its toll on many.  Virtual classrooms have hurt some of our children’s 
education.  Restricted travel and gatherings have put a damper on family get-togethers.  Some are still
waiting to have a loved one’s funeral which can be attended by people.  Weddings have been small 
gatherings.  Yes, this pandemic has taken its toll on everyone in one way or another.

A year ago, about 38% of those who had been coming to weekend Masses at St. Paschal Church 
were then attending.  That figure has increased to about 60%.  But we are far from normal.  And we 
don’t know if those who have not yet returned to worshipping with their community will ever come 
back.

Yet, Christians, despite death and suffering, know there is always reason for hope.  This Easter 
Season reminds us that resurrection always follows passion and death.  Part of that hope comes from 
the fact that we now have vaccines that can protect us.  However, we still don’t have the assurance 
that vaccines prevent us from spreading the virus without even knowing it.  So mask wearing is still a 
moral responsibility – as is getting the vaccine if you haven’t already done so.

Let’s keep on keeping on with hope and responsibility until this thing is completely over!

Peace and everything good,


Fr. Frank Coens, OFM
Pastor

Things heard during the pandemic:

1) “You smell great!  What hand sanitizer are you wearing?”
2) “It seemed like a very boring movie until I realized it was a Zoom meeting.”
3) “When this virus is over, I still want some of Y’all to stay away from me.”


