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March 22, 2021

Dear St. Paschal Church family members,

It has now been about five weeks since the beginning of Lent.  That means that next
week we have the celebrations for which we have been preparing - Holy Week and 
Easter.

Holy Week is the holiest time of the year for us Christians.  We begin with the MASS
OF THE LORD’S SUPPER on Thursday, April 1, at 6:00 p.m.  At this Mass we 
remember how the Lord gave himself to us in the Eucharist at the Last Supper.  Due 
to the pandemic, we will not reenact the feet washing this year. However, we will 
take the Eucharist away from the tabernacle to an altar of repose until the Easter 
Vigil.  

On Good Friday, April 2, the CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION is at 
6:00 p.m.  This Service contains three parts: a Liturgy of the Word (including the 
Passion); the Veneration of the Cross; and the reception of Holy Communion.  
NOTE: Good Friday is a day of fast & abstinence!

The high point of the entire Church Year takes place on Saturday night, April 3 - 
THE EASTER VIGIL at 8:00 p.m.  This is the most important liturgical 
celebration of the year for Christians.  I strongly urge you to be part of this 
Mass.  (I promise it won’t go too long!)  It includes the Liturgy of the Word in which 
we remember the work of the Lord throughout Salvation History from the beginning 
of time.  We also will receive into the Church our newest members from the RCIA 
program.  This is the first Mass of  Easter - the primary Christian feast!

On EASTER SUNDAY Masses will be celebrated at 9:00 and 11:30.

Be part of this great celebration of the Lord’s saving work - his passion, death and 
resurrection for our salvation.  If you feel it is safe, I encourage you to attend all the 
Holy Week Services!



On another note:

     A year ago, we knew very little about the coronavirus.  Suddenly it was 
everywhere.  We found out that the elderly (like me and many of you) were the most
vulnerable.  We were asked to avoid crowds, wear masks, wash our hands often and
not touch our faces.

     In our wildest imaginings, we never expected to see major sporting events played
in almost empty stadiums and restaurants practically empty.  We didn’t think we 
would experience doctors and nurses almost exhausted from tending to the sick and 
getting sick themselves.  We didn’t think that our church would be half empty at 
every Mass.  We didn’t expect parks and movie theaters to be closed.  Who would 
have thought schools would be reverting to learning through the internet?  Who 
would believe that we would not be able to visit dear ones who are residents in 
nursing homes?

     Our parish has had at least four members die of COVID-19, and many, many 
others have gotten sick from it.  Some are still suffering effects from it months after 
they contracted the virus.

     SO – what can we do?  Certainly we can pray – pray that the Lord will take away 
any fears we may have – pray that those infected will recover completely – pray that
the hate and meanness (especially against Chinese Americans) will cease – pray for 
comfort for those left behind after family members have died of COVID.  This past 
year, we have had 50% more funerals than we have in a normal year.

     What else can we do?  Well we can certainly wear a face mask when we go 
outside our home.  (I am still saddened and almost angry when I see so many 
people who show no respect for themselves or their fellow citizens by going into a 
store without a mask.)  We can also get the vaccine when it’s our turn,  As the 
Catholic Bishops of the United States have said: wearing a mask and receiving the 
vaccine needs to be understood as an act of charity toward the other members of 
our community.  I, personally, see it as a moral responsibility.  As people of faith, we
should be setting a good example.

     Finally, as Christians, we rely on our faith to keep us strong in difficult times.  We
believe in life everlasting for our loved ones who have gone before us.  We believe in
a God who never abandons us no matter what the situation.  And we believe we can 
be a support for one another.

May God give you and your family happiness and joy this Easter!

Peace and everything good,


Fr. Frank Coens, OFM
Pastor


