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318-323-1631

West Monroe, LA  71291-4211           FAX: 318-361-0527

February 7, 2021

Dear Members of the St. Paschal Church,

Below are a couple of memos I have received in the past month.  The first is from the Vatican 
concerning how to distribute ashes on Ash Wednesday during the pandemic.  You will notice 
that ashes will be sprinkled on your head this year instead of me touching your forehead.

NOTE ON ASH WEDNESDAY Distribution of Ashes in Time of Pandemic

The Priest says the prayer for blessing the ashes. He sprinkles the ashes with holy 
water, without saying anything. Then he addresses all those present and only once says
the formula as it appears in the Roman Missal, applying it to all in general: “Repent, and
believe in the Gospel”. The Priest then cleanses his hands, puts on a face mask and 
distributes the ashes to those who come to him.  The Priest takes the ashes and 
sprinkles them on the head of each one without saying anything.

The other memo is from Archbishop Aymond of New Orleans sent to all the Dioceses of 
Louisiana about a request he received from Governor Edwards emphasizing the urgency of 
wearing face masks and social distancing.



It’s been a while since you have heard anything about the St. Paschal “Strategic Plan” 
we began working on a year ago.  Remember when we all filled out a survey about how 
we see future needs here at St. Paschal Church?  Well, I wanted you to know that your 
Pastoral Council has been reviewing the results and are in the processes of working on 
prioritizing those needs.  It will be quite a while yet before we have a final document, 
but as of now, these seem to be the issues that get the most attention:

 Accessible rest rooms in the church

 Expanded parking

 Expand the main church entrance, making it handicap accessible.

I’m sure there will be other issues to be addressed, but these seem to be most important 
at this time.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

So here we are already a month into the new year.  Many of us have taken a deep breath, 
hoping for improvement from last year.  But always remember – whether things get 
easier or harder, what matters most is our faith that can carry us through anything.

A lot has changed in the past twelve months.  There have been new ways of coping –new 
ways of living.  We long for a time when things get back to “normal.”  But I think we can 
take a page from the example of Mary, the Blessed Virgin.  When her long pregnancy was 
over, her life didn’t get back to “normal.”  Her life had changed dramatically.  The year 
after the Angel Gabriel told her she was to have a child, things were a lot different from 
the way they were.  Things never got back to “normal.”  Things were a lot harder for Mary
in many ways.  But her faith and her love brought her through.  And it can bring us 
through also.  Think about it!  Pray about it!.

Peace and everything good,


Fr. Frank Coens, OFM

Pastor


