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October 16, 2020

Dear Members of the St. Paschal Church,

November 3 is election day.  If you have already voted, good for you!  If you haven’t yet voted, it
may be good to take guidance from the U.S. Catholic Bishops. In their statement on political 
responsibility, they have said that, as Catholics, we are called:

to vote, to become informed on the relevant issues, to become involved in the party or 
campaign of our choice, to vote according to our conscience.  We specifically do not seek
the formation of a religious voting bloc; nor do we wish to instruct persons on how they 
should vote by endorsing candidates.  ….we hope that voters will examine the positions 
of the candidates on a full range of issues as well as the person’s integrity, philosophy 
and performance.

So – as Catholics on 2020 – what should we do?  Sad to say, neither party’s platform reflects 
the full framework of Catholic teaching.  Furthermore, both candidates for president are 
committed to policies that violate Catholic moral principles.  I guess we just have to follow our 
consciences and use prudential judgment to vote for the candidate who has the character, 
integrity and competence to best serve and seek the good of all people and the one who will do 
the least harm within our political and constitutional structures.  And since neither of our 
present options reflects a full commitment to the Gospel, it will take some soul-searching and 
prayer to decide how to vote.  Among other things, the Catholic Church has consistently 
opposed unrestricted abortions and the death penalty and has consistently supported 
immigrant rights, concern for the poor, insuring proper health care for everyone, championing 
equal rights for all people and caring for God’s good earth.

My suggestion is two-fold:

1) Read what Jesus has to say in the Gospels.  How do his instructions align with the two 
candidates?

2) Then - whatever conclusion you come to, VOTE!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Parishioners have told me that they miss having a weekly church bulletin.  (For 
some it is because they miss the joke at the end of the Pastor’s column.)   I want you to know 
that an abbreviated weekly parish Bulletin (with a weekly joke) is always available on our 
church website (www.StPaschalChurch.org).  Just click on BULLETINS on the top banner on 
the homepage; then select the date of the bulletin you wish to read.

http://www.StPaschalChurch.org/


Plans are underway for a pandemic version of our annual Halloween Carnival.  
We will have “drive-by” gift bags and goodies for the kids riding safely in cars driven by adults. 
The fun will take place in the parking lot on Wednesday, October 28 (6:00 p.m.- 8:00 
p.m.).  Please enter the parking lot from the Woodrow Street side by the gym.  Follow the 
arrows on this map:

Parishioners can help out with the Halloween Carnival by donating 
individually-wrapped candy.  Bring it to the church office between now and 
Sunday, October 25.

The Cemetery Blessing at St. Paschal Cemetery will take place on All Souls Day, Nov. 2, 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass (about 8:45).  We will honor those who have died in the past year at 
the weekend Masses on Oct. 31/Nov. 1 with candles as we have in past years.

Centering Prayer (a group spending 20 minutes in silence in the presence of the Lord) has 
begun meeting again.  If you would like to be a part of this type of prayer, come to the church 
on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. (except for the first Tuesday of the month which is Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament).

Also,  we  have  resumed  our  Adult  Bible  Study between  Masses  on  Sundays.   You  are
encouraged to join with those studying the Gospel of St. Matthew.

Again I pray that God will grant all of you

Peace and everything good,


Pastor


