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January 14, 2021

Dear Members of the St. Paschal Church,

The COVID-19 pandemic is not going away anytime soon.  As we reflect on our experience 
of 2020, there are lessons to be learned as we venture into 2021.

The pandemic has caused heartache and pain in millions of peoples’ lives.  At the same 
time, there are things we have learned.  We usually operate under the illusion that we can 
help determine our future.  However, I think we have learned that nothing is guaranteed.  
In the Letter of James from the New Testament, the author speaks to us when he says: “You
who say today or tomorrow we shall go into such and such a town, spend time there and 
make a profit – you have no idea what your life will be like tomorrow.  Instead you should 
say, ‘If the Lord wills it, we shall live to do this or that’.”

If you would have asked me a year ago what would be going on at St. Paschal Church for the
coming months, I would have had a devastatingly wrong answer.  All the plans made by the 
staff, all the Church-year celebrations, all our planned events went out the window as we 
traveled through the unusual year of 2020.  The lesson learned is that our lives are not as 
predictable as we might think.  But, no matter what, we need to live in the presence of God.  
We need to remain faithful – always aware that God and his  presence are still active in our 
lives.

It’s great to have plans for 2021, but always with the awareness that God is in charge – not 
you, not me.  It is so much easier if we merely seek his will on a daily basis.  Even when our 
plans don’t work out the way we had hoped, our faith isn’t shaken.  Our hope isn’t shaken.  
Our trust that God knows best remains.  He is there even in tragedy.  Our duty is to be 
faithful and to trust him in all circumstances.

SO – in 2021, Lord, your will be done!!

Some News:

Bishop Malone has announced that five priests who died in the Yellow Fever 
epidemic of 1873 have been declared “Servants of God” by the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints.  This is the first step toward canonization.  These 
men gave their lives ministering to the people of northern Louisiana, caring for citizens 
regardless of race, economic standing or age.  These priests were all from France and served
in our Diocese from Shreveport to Sabina Parish to Homer to Minden to Monroe and to the 
delta.  One, Fr. Louis Gergaud, died at the age of 41 and is buried at St. Matthew’s Cemetery 
in Monroe.



On the weekend of February 13/14, we will celebrate World Marriage 
Weekend.  At the Masses on that weekend, married couples will have the opportunity to 
renew their marriage vows in the Church.  If you wish to take part, please bring your spouse 
with you to church the weekend of February 13/14.

We have resumed publishing the weekly bulletin which is available in the church as 
well as online at StPaschalChurch.org.

Due to the restriction on gatherings because of the Coronavirus pandemic, we 
will not be having our “Taste of St. Paschal” this year.  That’s a shame.  It is 
another in the long list of canceled events over the past year.  Hopefully we can all get back 
to normal next year.

Let me leave you with some humorous thoughts:

 How many believed that this would be ending in a couple weeks and your life would 
be back to normal?  Raise your hand.  Now – slap yourself with it.

 On average, a Panda feeds approximately 12 hours per day – the same as an adult at 
home under quarantine, which is why it’s called a “Pandemic.”

 We are having a Quarantine Party next weekend.  No one is invited.

THE  OFFICIAL  FLAG  OF  2020

Peace and everything good,


Fr. Frank Coens, OFM
Pastor


