
     St. Paschal Catholic Church

711 North 7th Street      Voice:  318-323-1631
West Monroe, LA  71291-4211       Fax:    318-361-0527

September 17, 2020

Dear Members of the St. Paschal Church,

The political realities of this part of the country being what they are, there has been criticism of 
the way Mass is celebrated here and the way faith formation opportunities are offered.  
However, I would like to point out that we are simply following the guidelines and protocols of 
the Bishop of Shreveport.  Sorry about that.

Here are the Bishop’s directives for public Mass:

 Everyone is dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.
 If you are feeling ill or have a sick member of your family, you should not come to Mass.
 All hymnals, missalettes, bulletins and any other paper aids should be removed from church.  

That way you won’t be handling something that someone else has handled before you.
 Singing is discouraged and music should be limited to instrumental.
 Only one entrance should be used.  That way the number of people in church can more easily 

be counted.
 The church must be sanitized after each Mass, including pews, bathrooms and doors.
 Social distancing (6 feet apart) must be observed.

o People from the same household may sit together.
o Every other pew should be closed.

 Use the minimum number of altar servers necessary.  So far I have determined that none are 
necessary.  Helpful but not necessary.

 Eucharistic Ministers must not touch their eyes, nose or mouth.  They should use hand sanitizer
before distributing Communion.   

 Everyone in the church over 7 years old must wear a mask.
 Restrooms should be limited to emergency use.  Use the restroom at home before coming to 

church.
 No presentation of the gifts.
 No exchange of the sign of peace.
 Communion should be received in the hand.  If someone received on the tongue, the Minister 

must set down the ciborium and sanitize his/her hands before continuing to the next recipient.
 The Precious Blood is not to be offered.
 Those not receiving Communion are discouraged from approaching the minister for a blessing.
 Social distancing should be observed as people leave after Mass both in the church and in the 

parking lot.
+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +



As you know, Hurricane Laura came through August 27, causing some damage to 
gutters, roofs, etc.,  and power outages at the church, but nothing serious.  We lost our internet 
service and cable TV for a couple days and had no phone service for almost two weeks.  Also, 
two trees came down.  One of them fell across North 7th Street and blocked traffic until the City 
of West Monroe came and cut it up and removed it.  The 35-foot-tall cedar tree next to the 
church and the breezeway fell over the telephone lines and knocked out our phones.  I know 
some of you experienced much greater damage to your homes and had longer power outages 
than we did here at church.  We thank God that we suffered no serious injuries or deaths in St. 
Paschal parish as a result of Laura.

Plans are underway for a version of our annual Halloween Carnival.  We will have 
“drive-by” gift bags and goodies for the kids.  You will hear more about these events as they get 
closer.  Check our website (www.StPaschalChurch.org) for details.

Again I would like to thank those who have sent in their weekly contributions by 
mail even though they still don’t feel comfortable coming to Mass.  Please don’t forget to tithe 
during this unusual  time.

Centering Prayer (a group spending 20 minutes in silence in the presence of the Lord) has 
begun meeting again.  If you would like to be a part of this type of prayer, come to the church 
on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. (except for the first Tuesday of the month which is Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament).

Also, we have resumed our Adult Bible Study between Masses on Sundays.

However, it will be necessary to cancel our annual Parish Picnic which was 
scheduled for October 4, as well as the Herbal Harvest Festival which was 
scheduled for October 17.

REMEMBER: Asymptomatic Christianity doesn’t spread, but asymptomatic 
COVID-19 does.  Wearing a mask is a matter of common sense and common decency.  It’s a 
sign that you respect the other people around you.  Please wear a mask when you leave home – 
a mask that covers both your mouth and your nose.

Again I pray that God will grant all of you

Peace and everything good,



Pastor

http://www.StPaschalChurch.org/

