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July 30, 2020

Dear Members of the St. Paschal Church,

Wow!  The pandemic continues.  If someone had predicted the current state of things a 
year ago, they would have been laughed at.  And yet, here we are – at least five months into
this experience of fear and concern and unknowing.  And there is no telling how long it will
last.  Certainly many more weeks and months.  No one can predict when it will all be over.

That being said, we cannot yet predict what the new normal will be.  Likewise, we wonder 
what we will have learned from our experience of the COVID-19 pandemic.  I can’t speak 
for society as a whole, but from a Church perspective I think it has already showed us the 
centrality of the Eucharist in the life of us Catholics.  When Holy Communion isn’t as 
available to some because of illness or fear of contracting the virus, there is a deep hole in 
our religious life.  Also, the importance of being the Body of Christ (the parish) is clearer.  
We aren’t able to gather as we have in the past and share with one another.  Meetings are 
canceled.  Social gatherings like the Herbal Harvest Festival, our annual Parish Picnic, 
Coffee and Donuts after the 9:00 Mass, the Halloween Carnival, the Seniors’ Luncheon, 
etc. are absent.  We don’t come together as we normally would to enjoy each other’s 
company and fellowship.  It’s a big part of being Christ’s Body that we long for again.

We do have the luxury of being able to stream our Sunday Masses so that people who 
cannot be here in person can at least participate with our community “virtually.”  We need 
to express a tremendous “THANK YOU” to Bobby Moore for using his equipment and 
expertise weekly to bring the St. Paschal Mass into the homes of those with internet access.
Some of you have created special “prayer spaces” in your homes in which you participate in
Sunday Mass.  You can’t be in the “sacred space” of our parish church, but you can have a 
“sacred space” in your home.  It might be a space in your living room with a crucifix, 
candles and flowers or simply a display of bread and wine on your coffee table.  In your 
own holy space, you can participate in the Mass going on with your fellow parishioners at 
church.  Thus you become one with them even though you are separated by miles.  Again, 
this is a way we can be community even if we can’t be physically present.

We are one community because we are all baptized into the one faith and one community 
in Christ.  It is not “being there” but it is a way of “being part of” the community worship.  
It’s something akin to people who are in the armed forces overseas.  They can’t have a 
direct presence with their family and loved ones, but they are able to communicate with 
them via the web.



Of course, we all can’t wait to return to the “real thing.”  Hopefully when that happens, we 
will have learned to better appreciate what we have as the community of St. Paschal 
Church.  I pray we be more attentive to our fellow parishioners, more grateful, more joy-
filled, more generous.

That being said, please let me know if there is a need that you have during this 
pandemic that a fellow parishioner can fulfill.  The people of St. Paschal’s are willing to 
help out if they know there is a need.

The Parish Staff met this past week to plan for the coming year (as we do every 
summer).  You can imagine the difficulty we have in planning events and programs without
knowing when we can get back to some semblance of normalcy.  For now, most of what we 
plan is on a contingency basis, which may not be able to be implemented until the 
pandemic subsides.  

For now we do plan on having the RCIA program beginning in the Fall.  These 
sessions are for anyone interested in learning about the Catholic faith, anyone interested in
becoming a Catholic and for Catholics interested in a “refresher course” about their Church
and their faith.  Contact Kathy Wallace at the church office (323-1631) if you are interested.

ALSO – Registration for Sunday School (religious education for children) and 
preparation for the Sacraments (First Penance, First Communion, Confirmation) 
which will begin in the Fall, is currently taking place.  Again, contact Kathy, our Director of 
Religious Education, to register your children.

Living Faith, the daily Catholic devotional with meditations based on Scripture, is 
available at the entrance to the church.  Missy Cotita has been supplying these booklets for 
your use.  If you take one, a donation would be appreciated.  

When I venture out into public, I know I owe it to you and to others I see to wear a 
face mask, and to stay at least six feet away from other people.  These are the best ways to 
reduce the spread of this terrible virus.  Louisiana is first in the nation in percentage of the 
population with COVID-19.   Let’s do what we can to change that.

Again I pray that God will grant all of you
Peace and everything good,



Pastor


