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July 9, 2020

Dear Members of the St. Paschal Church,

I have heard from some of you who have expressed a sense of alienation during this time of
separation and isolation.  St. Paschal Church is known in this area as a friendly and 
welcoming community.  However, now we aren’t able to express our care and friendliness 
as we usually do.  Whether it is because we are at home and can not or should not come to 
church or whether it is because when we come to church, we are not able to socialize as we 
usually do, there is a feeling that the normal closeness and fellowship is missing.  How can 
we be close with “social distancing?”  How can we communicate well from six feet away?  
Sure, we can wave  and smile, but, with a mask covering our face, even smiling is not 
always evident.  Even the Sunday Mass doesn’t seem quite the same with no singing, no 
sign of peace, etc.  You may be feeling a sense of grieving, a sense of loss.  There is a 
mourning the way things were, the way things “ought to be.”

Of course, it’s true that we still love each other even though we are restricted in the way we 
can express it, and some day it will all be over.  For now, however, I think we simply have 
to admit our feelings.  You may miss the closeness of your church family.  You may even be 
afraid.  Those are not “bad” feelings.  They are real.  Express those feelings to a family 
member or to a good friend.  Accept the fact that you cannot control what is happening.  
What you can do is pray for the strength and guidance you need to get through this difficult
time.  Let’s continue to pray for one another.

Do you know of someone who is interested in learning more about the 
Catholic Church or someone who is interested in becoming Catholic?  If so, please have 
that person contact Kathy Wallace, our Director of Religious Education, at the church 
office (323-1631).  There will be a new RCIA process beginning this Fall.



A big THANK YOU to our “Flower Women.”  Judy Andrews, Sue Anding, Mary Ann 
Rambin, Ann Dexter and others have worked hard at keeping the church looking beautiful 
during these trying times with decorations and flower arrangements.  If you have seen the 
church (either in person or from home through the streaming of Sunday Mass), you will 
know what I mean when I say they have done a fabulous job.  The church has been 
thematically decorated for Independence Day, Pentecost and Confirmation, Corpus  Christi
and First Communion, Easter, the Baccalaureate Mass, etc.  Thank you, ladies, for the 
hours of hard work! 

Living Faith, the daily Catholic devotional with meditations based on Scripture, is 
available at the entrance to the church.  Missy Cotita has been supplying these booklets for 
your use.  If you take one, a donation would be appreciated.  And thank you, Missy, for this 
service to the people of St. Paschal.

Fr. Hilario Rivera will celebrate the Masses on the weekend of July 18/19.  Fr. Rivera 
has been a priest for 41 years, 32 of which were missionary work in Mexico, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Guatemala and the Dominican Republic.  He will be here representing Cross 
Catholic Outreach which delivers food, shelter and hope to the poorest of the poor.

And finally – PLEASE, PLEASE, show respect for your fellow citizens. Wear a face
covering over your nose and mouth when in public around other people, and stay at least 
six feet away from anyone who is not from your own household.  It is the primary way we 
can stem the spread of this terrible virus.  It’s something each of us can and should do.  You
may be saving a life.

Again I pray that God will grant all of you

Peace and everything good,



Pastor


