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June 25, 2020

Dear Members of St. Paschal Church,

Not a lot has changed since I last communicated with you.  However, I just wanted you to 
know I think of all of you regularly, and I miss seeing you.  I pray for you.

As I said, not a lot has changed except that the spread of the Coronavirus is 
increasing in our part of the world.  We are getting worse instead of getting better.  The 
spread is growing here more than in most states and more than in most other parts of our 
own state.  It isn’t surprising.  If you have been to the supermarket or Walmart recently, 
you see how many people ignore the advice to wear face masks or stay at least six feet away 
from others when in public.  I’m amazed in the stores how many people disrespect their 
neighbors by not wearing a mask.  In the checkout line, there will likely be someone 
breathing down your back.  As long as people disregard the recommendations for 
counteracting the spread of the virus, it will continue to spread.  When I was in Illinois and 
Missouri visiting my family last week, there were many more people following the 
guidelines.  In fact, some stores won’t let you in if you are not wearing a mask.  Those 
states are seeing a reduction in new cases.

Last Friday night,
seventeen of our young
people received the
Sacrament of
Confirmation at the hands
of Bishop Malone.  He did a
beautiful job of celebrating
the Sacrament.
Congratulations to all who
were confirmed in the Holy
Spirit.

We are currently
working on setting dates
for First Holy Communion
and the reception of our
RCIA participants into the
Church.  Both will probably happen sometime in July.

A reminder that an abbreviated version of our weekly bulletin is available to you 
on our website (StPaschalChurch.org).  You may have noticed that our weekly collections 
are way down.  When we first were asked to mail in contributions, we saw no significant 
reduction.  However, in recent weeks, that has changed.  I’m not one to preach about 
money, but we do need your regular contributions to pay our bills.



Our live streaming of the Sunday Masses has been a great success.  Many people 
who should not or can not come to church are able to see the Mass being celebrated in 
St. Paschal Church.  Sadly, they cannot receive the Lord in Holy Communion, but at least 
they can pray with their community.  It is interesting that at the Masses that are streamed 
there are anywhere from three to ten times more people watching from home than are in 
church.  I’m not sure what that means or how to feel about it. 

The latest edition of the Franciscan Reporter is available at the entrance to the 
church.  If you are coming to Mass you may pick up a copy there.

Finally, I want to recommend the words that St. Paul wrote to the Christians 
in Rome:

Rejoice in hope,
endure in affliction,
persevere in prayer!

(Romans 12:12)

Peace and everything good,



Pastor


