
   St. Paschal Catholic Church
     711 North 7th Street                           318-323-1631

     West Monroe, LA  71291-4211                  FAX: 318-361-0527

May 13, 2020

Dear Members of St. Paschal Church,

I am sure you have heard by now that the Governor has announced PHASE ONE of the reopening 
process in Louisiana.  Consequently, we are now able to celebrate public Mass with more than ten 
people present.  This does not mean we are back to normal.  There are many restrictions in the 
Governor’s order.  With that in mind, I am announcing that:

Weekday Masses (Tuesday through Friday) 
will resume on Tuesday, May 19 at 8:00 a.m.

Weekend Masses (Saturday at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday at 9:00 & 11:30) 
will resume on Saturday, May 23.

As I mentioned, this is not yet a getting back “to the way things were before.”  The following guidelines 
will be followed.  Please read them, study them and adhere to them.

Directives for Mass during the Pandemic

       EVERYONE MUST WEAR A FACE MASK at Mass  
Remove to receive Communion

 directive by Bishop Malone

General Norms:

1. The Bishop has announced that everyone continues to be dispensed from the obligation 
to attend Sunday Mass.

2. If you have a preexisting condition that makes you vulnerable or if you are feeling ill or if you 
have a sick member in your family, you should not come to Mass.

3. Daily Mass will be celebrated Tuesday through Friday at 8:00 a.m.
4. Only 25% of the church capacity will be allowed in the church, i.e. 75 people per Mass.

a. At each weekend Mass, only the first 75 people will be allowed in the church.  Everyone
else will be asked to go to the gym.

b. We hope to be able to simulcast the Mass in the gym.  Communion will be distributed in 
the gym at Communion time.

5. All hymnals, missalettes and other participation aids have been removed from the 
church.

a. There will be no singing.  Some instrumental music may take place at the Mass.
6. All parishioners must wear face masks during Mass except during Communion.

a. Children under the age of seven are not required to wear masks.



Logistical Considerations:

1. The only church door that will be open is the one closest to the rectory and parking lot.

2. An usher will direct anyone to the gym who comes after 75 people have entered the church.

3. After each Mass, all the pews, bathrooms and doors must be sanitized.  We will need volunteers
at each Mass to help with this.

4. Social Distancing must be observed.

a. You must sit at least 6 feet from anyone else.

i. Members of the same household may sit together.

b. Every other pew in church will be closed.

c. During Communion, you should stay at least two pew lengths behind the person 
in line in front of you.

5. Communion Ministers may not touch their faces during Mass. 

a. They must wear face masks when distributing Communion.

b. They must also use hand sanitizer before and after distributing Communion.

6. In the gym, a collection will not be taken up in the ordinary manner.  Baskets for the first and 
second collections will be available in the front.

7. Please do not use the restrooms except for an emergency.  You are encouraged to use 
your bathroom at home before coming to Mass.

Liturgical Considerations:

1. The Sacrament of Penance is by appointment only.

2. There will be no entrance procession or recessional.

3. There will be no offertory procession.  The bread and wine will already be in the sanctuary.

4. During the Our Father, you must not hold hands.

5. The sign of peace is omitted.

6. Everyone is strongly encouraged to receive Communion in the hand, not on the tongue.

a. If someone does receive Communion on the tongue, the Minister must pause, set the 
ciborium on the table, sanitize his/her hands, and then continue to distribute 
Communion.

7. There should be no bodily contact when Communion is given.

8. The Precious Blood is not to be offered.

9. People who are not receiving Communion are discouraged from approaching the Minister for a 
blessing.

a. We all receive a blessing from the priest just before the conclusion of the Mass. 

10. After Mass, you are discouraged from gathering in church or the parking lot.  You should exit 
immediately and go to your car,

11. At all times, social distancing (6 feet apart) is to be observed.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We will need volunteers at each weekend Mass –

1. A team to help sanitize the pews in church and the chairs in the gym after each Mass.
2. An usher at each Mass to stand at the door and count the number of people who have 

entered the church.  After 75 people have entered, the usher is to tell the rest to go to the 
gym.

If you are willing to volunteer for either of these jobs, call the parish office (323-1631).  If no one 
answers, leave your name, the Mass you are volunteering for, and the job you are volunteering for.

Peace and everything good,                          ,   Pastor
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