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Dear members of St. Paschal Church,

We are living in a confusing time.  This “new normal” doesn’t feel normal at all.  
Having Easter without my faith community was, to say the least, unusual.  But more 
than that – it was sad, and Easter is not supposed to be sad.  It has now been about 
five weeks since the Bishop ordered us to cease having public Mass and almost four 
weeks since the Governor issued his “stay at home” restriction, effectively shutting 
down all church activities.  How much longer will it last?  Who knows?  What we do 
know is that the Lord is with each of us and will be our strength and support as we go
through this most unusual and difficult stretch in our lives.  None of us has 
experienced anything like this before and, hopefully, never will again.

I realize that many of you feel like you are in prison – unable to get out and do what 
you want.  That is especially true of those in assisted living facilities or nursing 
homes and the like. Some of you are not even allowed to leave your room for meals 
or recreation.    I want you to know I am thinking of you and praying for you.

Personally, I have found plenty of time for extra prayer and exercise.  However, I too 
miss much of the ordinary activities of life.  Hopefully, when this is all over, we will 
be aware of lessons to be learned and grateful for what we have.

On Palm Sunday I blessed the palms in a private ceremony.  Of course, we 
couldn’t distribute them to you at that time.  However, as soon as we are able to 
gather again in church, the blessed palms will be available to you.

Thank you so much to those of you who have sent in your regular donations through 
the U.S. Postal Service.  It is impressive and gratifying to see the “Sunday 
Collection” remain close to what it would be if we were actually in church.  I would 
ask, however, that you mail in your contributions.  It is not secure when you to stick 
your envelope in our mailbox when no one is here.

A special “shout-out” to Cathy Nolan who has continued to keep our website 
(www.StPaschalChurch.org) and our Facebook page current with daily updates and 
information.  Check them out regularly.  At our website you can access the weekly 
bulletin (just click on “BULLETINS” at the top of the page) as well as the weekly 
bulletin insert, “Bringing Home the Word” (just click on the link under “Spiritual 
Enrichment” on the main page of the website).

http://www.StPaschalChurch.org/
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Remember, even though you are not able to come to Mass in our church, you 
can view the Mass on cable TV (EWTN) or on the internet from the Cathedral 
in Shreveport (https://sjbcathedral.org/cathedral/webcast/)

In this time of uncertainty we are all drawn to a more heart-felt prayer.  I encourage 
you to continue to pray an “Our Father” and a “Hail Mary” every evening at 6:00 
along with your fellow parishioners.  

A religious sister friend of mine from Wisconsin shared the following meditation 
with me.  Perhaps it will have meaning for you.

   May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake.
   May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable.
   May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must
     choose between preserving their own health and paying their bills.
   May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close
     remember those who have no options.
   May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no place to go.
   May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market
      remember those who have no margin at all.
   May we who have to stay in quarantine at home remember those who have no
     home at all.
   As fear grips our country, let us choose love.
   During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,
     let us find other ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.
   Amen.

God grant you his Peace and everything good,



Fr. Frank Coens, OFM
Pastor
St. Paschal Catholic Church
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