
Fr. Frank Coens, Pastor, St. Paschal Catholic Church
April 3, 2020

Dear members of St. Paschal Church,

Who would have thought that we would be living in a time when social isolation dictates 
that we cannot come together to celebrate Holy Week or Easter?  Who would have thought 
that the church would be locked on these sacred days?  But that is the case with the 
continuing spread of the coronavirus.  It seems odd that we have to stay away from our 
church community for the sake of our church community.  With the “Stay at Home” order 
still in place, our church office continues to be closed.

It all leaves one with a sense of emptiness – emptiness because we cannot 
receive Jesus in Holy Communion and emptiness because we cannot join with our 
faith community in prayer and celebration.  Maybe we need to keep in mind that it
was the empty tomb that initially saddened the women on that first Easter 
morning.  But then it was also that empty tomb that eventually brought them 
tremendous joy.   We all hope for the day when this emptiness turns into joy for 
us!

Again, I wish to thank those who have sent in their regular donations through the U.S. 
Postal Service.  I’m glad to report that contributions during this “lockdown” have amounted
to about 60% of what we usually receive to keep St. Paschal Church running.  Thank you.  
If you are part of the 40% who have ceased giving during this crisis, please consider 
sending in what you would have regularly given in church.

 Since we cannot gather for the Holy Week and Easter services, you may wish to pray 
vicariously during this holiest of times.  You can view the services on cable TV (EWTN) or 
on the internet EWTN and  the Cathedral in Shreveport 
(https://sjbcathedral.org/cathedral/webcast/)  The schedule follows this letter.

Remember – at our website (StPaschalChurch.org) you can access the weekly 
bulletin (just click on “BULLETINS” at the top of the page) as well as the weekly 
bulletin insert, “Bringing Home the Word” (just click on the link under “Spiritual 
Enrichment” on the main page of the website).

Keep up with the latest information by checking in regularly at the website and/or our 
Facebook page.

 And don’t forget that we are all praying together every evening at 6:00.  Say an
“Our Father” and a “Hail Mary” at 6:00 in your home as your fellow parishioners 
are doing the same in their homes.

I’ll be praying with you each evening at 6:00.  I miss seeing you, and I can’t wait to see 
you when this is all over.  

Have a Happy Easter!

Peace and everything good, 

Fr. Frank Coens, OFM
Pastor
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