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March 23, 2020

Dear members of St. Paschal Church,

We are experiencing times which are unprecedented and unpredictable. The spread of
the coronavirus has us doing things differently from the ways we are used to doing them.
With the governor’s “Stay at Home” order, the St. Paschal Church office will be closed until
further notice. Also, the church will be locked, so no adoration or visits with Jesus in
church until further notice.

As of now, we will not have services in church during Holy Week or on Easter. That will
leave a big hole in our community’s faith practices. However, these are unusual times
and call for unusual responses. Please remember that Good Friday (April 10) is a day of
fast (only one full meal for everyone ages 18 to 59) and a day of abstinence (no meat
for everyone 14 years old and older).

I would like to point out to everyone who has internet access that there are many resources
online that you could benefit from while we are prohibited from gathering together
for Mass. You can participate virtually with Mass online on YouTube. Just search
for “Catholic Mass” or “Daily Mass with Word on Fire.” Masses at the Cathedral in
Shreveport can be found at https://sjbcathedral.org/cathedral/webcast/. Also, EWTN cable
channel broadcasts the Mass in the morning, midday and evening. Another resource
you can use for your household to gather for prayer can be found at: https://
worship.pastoral.center/

Remember, online you will be able to access the St. Paschal weekly bulletin insert,
“Bringing Home the Word”. Simply click on the link under “Spiritual Enrichment” on the
main page of our website.

You can keep up with the latest information on both our website and our Facebook
page. Check it out regularly.

As for some news:
The “Stewardship Committee” has changed its name. It will now be called the “S.O.S.
Planning Committee.” The S.O.S. stands for areas in which this committee contributes
to our community: SERVICE (such as the Bereavement Committee which serves families
at the death of loved ones); OUTREACH (such as our service at Grace Place and Meals
on Wheels); and SOCIAL (such as the Senior Citizen Luncheon and the Halloween Carnival).

A big THANK YOU to all who have dropped off your weekly contributions at the office or
mailed them in. Even though we do not take up a Sunday collection at this time, we still
depend on the donations of members to maintain our parish facilities and programs.
With the new order from the governor, you will no longer be able to drop off your donations,
but please send them by mail.
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Finally – I realize that, during this time of isolation and “social distancing,” we are not
able to physically come together and pray together as we enjoy doing at every celebration
of the Mass. However, let me propose the following: Every day at 6 p.m. let’s all
pray one “Our Father” and one “Hail Mary.” When you do this at 6:00, you will know
that other members of St. Paschal Church are praying with you. We may not be in the
same building, but we will be in connection with one another and in solidarity with our
St. Paschal community.

So, I’ll be praying with you each evening at 6:00 and I hope to see you when this is all
over.

Peace and everything good,

 
Fr. Frank Coens, OFM
Pastor, St. Paschal Church




