
From Father Frank Coens, Pastor St. Paschal Catholic Church
Tuesday, March 17, 2020  New Updated Cancellations! 

In light of the continued developments in the spread of the coronavirus, St. Paschal 
Church is making the following adjustments in our schedule at the direction of our 
Bishop, Francis I. Malone: 

Larger gatherings at St. Paschal will be canceled.

1)    All Masses are canceled.  (Note: Bishop Malone has dispensed everyone

        from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.)

2)    The Stations of the Cross is canceled for the rest of Lent.

3)    Confessions, as well as the Communal Penance Service (scheduled for 
        March 24) are canceled.

4)    Sunday School (religious education classes for children) is canceled.

5)    Youth Group meetings are canceled.

New ! 6)    Confirmation preparation classes and RCIA classes canceled.

 For now, these cancellations are in place through the month of April. 

Smaller gatherings will go on as scheduled, such as meetings of the Finance 
Council, the Pastoral Council, the Stewardship Committee, etc.
 

First Communion preparation classes, Confirmation preparation classes and 
RCIA classes will continue.
 

The small group Lenten discussion groups may continue to meet.  It is up to 
each individual group as to what they wish to do.
 

The status of Holy Week and Easter celebrations will be updated sometime during 
the first week of April.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

It is known that physical contact with large numbers of people increases the 
probability that one may contract the virus.  The Diocese has an obligation to look 
after the welfare of its flock as well as others in the community.
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The cancellation of the weekend Masses will be a financial burden on our 
church.  We depend on the Sunday collections to maintain our facilities, pay our 
staff and “keep the lights on.”  Just a gentle reminder:  Tithing (or giving in the 
Sunday collection) is not a fee for services rendered.  We do not “pay” for Mass.  We
tithe as a way to say “thank you” to God, as a way to be good stewards of the gifts 
God has given us, and as a way for the Church to carry on its ministries and good 
works.  Therefore, I ask that you not discontinue your donations just because 
there will not be Mass on the weekend.  Please consider dropping your 
contributions off at the office on weekdays or mail them to the church.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Just because we do not have Mass at the church, you are still expected to 
continue your regular prayer life.  We are still obligated to make the Lord’s Day 
holy.  You may wish to gather as family (or with friends) on Sundays for an hour of 
Scripture, prayer and reflection.  Mass is available to view on EWTN.  The daily 
Mass Scriptures can be found at www.USCCB.org.   Click on “Bible” and scroll to 
“Today’s Reading.”  You are encouraged to maintain Lent as a holy season with 
continued prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  And, of course, include in your prayer 
those who have already contracted the COVID-19 disease as well as all of us for 
whom these adjustments to our lifestyle are a hardship.  Pray, also, for a speedy end
to this crisis

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

St. Paschal Church office will continue to be open 
Monday through Friday at 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

AND – the church will be open at those times for those 
who wish to come for private prayer and reflection.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The situation, of course, remains very fluid and volatile.  Changes in scheduling may 
have to be made in the future.  However, because the United States is so far behind 
other countries in testing for the virus, we don’t yet know what the extent of the 
spread has been.  There may or may not be hundreds of people in our immediate 
area carrying the virus.  We simply don’t know.  Please be patient as we make our 
way through this pandemic.

Peace and everything good,

Fr. Frank Coens, OFM
Pastor St. Paschal Church

http://www.usccb.org/

